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SEDRIUCOISr. 


"  For  we  preach  not  ourselves ,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord;  and  ourselves 
your  servants  for  Jesus'  sake.  2  Cor.  4,  5. 

The  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  found  it  necessary  sometimes  to  de- 
fend himself  and  his  companions  in  labor  from  various  aspersions. — 
And  he  magnified  his  office,  before  the  scoffers  of  Jerusalem,  the  sensu- 
alists of  Corinth,  and  the  infidels  of  Rome.  Thus  he  said  : — "  We  are 
unto  God  a  sweet  savour  ol  Christ  in  them  that  are  saved,  and  in  them 
that  perish.  To  the  one,  [we  are  the  savour  of  death  unto  death,]  and 
to  the  other  the  savour  of  life  unto  life,  and  who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things  ?"  "  We  are  not  as  many  who  corrupt  the  word  of  God ;  but 
as  of  sincerity  in  the  sight  of  God  we  speak  in  Christ."  "  But  having 
received  this  ministry  we  faint  not ;  but  renouncing  the  hidden  things 
of  dishonesty,  and  not  walking  in  craftiness,  nor  handling  the  word 
of  God  deceitfully,  but  by  manifestation  of  the  truth,  commending 
ourselves  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.  For  we 
preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  and  ourselves  your 
servants  for  Jesus'  sake." 

From  such  language  we  may  easily  conjecture  what  motives  were 
basely  attributed  to  the  apostles !  And  yet  it  is  doubtful  whether  any 
in  that  age  had  become  such  adepts  in  vituperation  as  to  pronounce  the 
ministers  of  Christ  "  a  brotherhood  of  thieves  !"  That  distinction  was 
reserved  for  the  enlightened  men  of  the  nineteenth  century,  who  have 
exhausted  the  vocabulary  of  billingsgate  for  epithets  of  reproach,  adap- 
ted to  express  their  hatred  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  ! 

But  the  apostle  was  satisfied  with  simply  explaining  the  motives  by 
which  he  was  actuated,  and  the  objects  of  his  labor.  And  in  this  he  is  a 
pattern  and  guide  for  all  who  preach  the  Gospel.  He  implies  what  they 
should  not  do,  and  what  they  should  aim  to  accomplish  by  their  ministry. 

1.  "  We  preach  not  ourselves." 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  men  may  preach  themselves,  rather 
than  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  and 

1.  It  is  done  when  one's  great  object  is  to  show  his  brilliancy  of  tal- 
ent, his  originality  of  thought,  his  extensive  learning,  and  his  eloquence 
of  speech.  Or  when  he  desires  to  say  things  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
excite  admiration.  And  how  distressing  it  is,  to  the  humble  Christian, 
to  see  those  who  are  set  for  the  defence  of  the  Gospel,  ever  on  the 
alert  to  say  something  as  no  one  else  has  ever  done  ;  and  to  put  forth 
astounding  propositions,  or  to  effect  eccentricity.  How  pitiful  is  such 
vanity — in  one  that  should  aim  especially  to  bring  lost  souls  to  Heaven, 
to  display  his  knowledge  of  history,  of  ancient  philosophy,  his  logical 
tactics,  his  metaphysical  acuteness,  or  his  acquaintance  with  "the  pre- 
adamite  earth,"  and  the  modus  operandi  of  depositing  the  Ichthyolites, 
the  Crustacea  and  megatheria  of  infinite  ages  gone  by.  Is  it  not  ama- 
zing that  any  who  are  entrusted  with  "  the  high  concerns  of  judgment 
and  of  mercy  "  should  forget  the  object  of  the  ministry  to  vaunt  them- 
selves ?  How  dishonorable  to  God  and  derogatory  to  himself,  if  the 
minister  of  Christ  fail  of  being  "  Much  impressed  himself,  as  conscious 


of  his  awful  charge,  and  anxious  mainly  that  the  flock  he  feeds  may  feel 
it  too."     But 

2.  Men  preach  themselves,  when  they  give  their  own  philosophy  for 
the  unadulterated  doctrines  of  the  Gospel;  and  if  I  mistake  not,  this  is  an 
age  of  preaching  one's  own  poilosophy,  and  the  setting  forth  of  what  it 
becomes  the  great  Jehovah  to  declare.  How  often  are  we  addressed  up- 
on '*  the  Philosophy  of  Religion."  What  an  effort  is  put  forth  to  make 
the  doctrines  of  Revelation  more  palatable  to  the  un sanctified  taste  of 
men;  and  to  take  away  the  offence  of  the  cross.  What  a  tendency  is 
there  to  soar  into  the  clouds  of  transendental  nothingness,  and  to  speak 
of  the  human  mind  in  its  u  out-goings  toward  the  absolute."  While  a 
deep  impression  is  made  upon  the  minds  of  sinners,  that  they  have  only 
"  to  dance  under  the  beautiful  colors  of  the  rainbow  "  and  amuse  them- 
selves. And  hence  the  great  principles  of  the  Puritans  are  kept  out  of 
sight,  or  are  slowly  fritterd  away,  to  make  way  for  doctrines  more  suit- 
ed to  "  an  age  of  progress."  And  men  are  told  what  God  can  and  what 
he  cannot  do.  And  if  you  take  exceptions  to  their  manner  of  stating 
doctrines,  there  is  an  outcry  made.  "  Why,  you  do  not  understand  my 
philosophy;  if  you  did,  you  could  never  think  me  as  impugning  the 
principles  of  the  fathers,  or  doing  away  the  great  doctrines  of  Revela- 
tion." And  thus  it  is  that  fearful  controversies  have  arisen,  to  con- 
vulse the  household  of  faith,  by  means  of  their  philosophy.  "  Their 
philosophy,"  did  I  say  1  I  mistake  ;  it  is  the  grand  hypothesis  of  Epicu- 
rus himself 'as  thus  stated;  "God  can;  and  He  will .'  or,  God  can  but  will  not; 
or  else,  God  wills  but  cannot."  "DEUS  VULT  SED  NON  POTEST."— 
And  who  is  there  that  cannot  see  that  here  is  the  germ  of  much  that  is 
now  dignified  with  the  name  of  the  philosophy  of  reilgion?  God  has  re- 
buked all  such  dreamers,  in  these  forcible  expressions: — "  The  prophet 
that  hath  a  dream,  let  him  tell  a  dream  ;  but  he  that  hath  my  word, 
let  him  speak  my  word  faithfully.  What  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat 
saith  the  Lord?" 

Let  no  one  who  would  fulfil  the  designs  of  the  ministry,  or  be  ac- 
knowledged as  Christ's  at  his  coming,  fail  of  comprehending  the  mind  of 
the  spirit,  or  of  enforcing  upon  every  man's  conscience  the  great  truths 
of  God's  word.  The  more  closely  any  one  adheres  to  the  unadulterated 
teachings  of  the  Bible,  the  more  likely  will  he  be  to  save  men  from  going 
down  to  the  pit.  Nor  let  it  be  forgotten  that  most  of  the  heresies  that 
have  disturbed  the  church,  from  the  days  of  Origen  to  the  present  hour 
have  arisen  from  small  beginnings,  from  philosophizing  speculations,  on 
the  part  of  those  who  thought  themselves  very  original,  and  who  felt 
that  they  could  settle  the  philosophy  of  religion.  And,  indeed,  if  men 
mistake  in  receiving  the  dogmas  of  human  philosophy  for  the  Remedial 
system,  they  are  dead  men  forever.     But, 

3.  Ministers  may  preach  themselves  by  preaching  merely  for  emolu- 
ment. 

There  is,  indeed,  in  one  sense,  very  little  danger  of  this;  since  all  do 
know  that  however  honorable  is  the  calling  of  the  ministry  it  is  "  a,  poor 
trade."  For  after  discharging  the  duties  of  hospitality  and  charity,  giv- 
ing a  portion  to  seven  and  ^lso  to  eight,  the  life  of  a  minister  is  a  strug- 
gle with  poverty,  and  his  death  usually  plunges  his  family  into  absolute 
want. 

But  still,  the  minister  may  secularize  his  calling  by  making  it  what  the 
Levite  of  Bethlehem-Judah  did,  in  doing  the  work  merely  for  "  the  pieces 
of  silver,"  the  food,  and  "  the  changes  of  raiment"  Those,  however, 
that  are  worthy  of  the  name  of  Christ's  ambassadors   have  higher  mo- 
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tives  than  a  piece  of  bread!  They  are  "  your  servants  for  Jesus'  sake.- — 
They  labor  night  and  day,  for  the  honor  of  their  Lord,  for  the  building 
up  of  his  Kingdom,  and  for  the  salvation  of  those  that  are  ready  to 
perish. 

But  let  none  by  any  means  misunderstand  these  remarks,  as  if  it  were 
not  ordained  of  God  that  ' '  those  ivho  preach  the  Gospel  should  live  of  the 
Gospel,"  and  as  though  it  were  not  a  just  debt  to  be  discharged  with  all 
fidelity. 

II.  But  I  must  haste,  in  the  second  place,  to  illustrate  the  positive 
part  of  the  subject,  the  great  business  of  the  ministry,  which  is  "  preach- 
ing Christ  Jesus  the  Lord." 

There  is  so  much  demanded  in  this,  that  I  can  only  glance  hastily  at  a 
few  parts  of  it  ;  and, 

1.  As  preliminary  to  the  direct  discussion  of  Christian  doctrines,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  set  forth  the  evidences  of  Christ's  mission,  and 
the  Divine  authority  of  the  Gospel. 

And  here,  for  the  sake  of  reminding  my  younger  brother,  who  is 
about  to  take  this  ministry  upon  himself,  what  the  times  demand,  I 
would  s  ly.  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  the  evidences  of  Christi- 
anity, as  it  was  done  in  the  age  just  gone  by.  The  new  and  falsely  called 
sciences  of  the  times,  that  have  set  the  world  agape,  and  turned  the 
heads  of  many,  demand  of  the  advocates  of  Christianity  a  new  and  orig- 
inal defence  of  it  with  bold  and  manly  arguments.  In  addition  to  the 
usual  methods  of  illustration,  by  means  of  miracles,  prophecy  and  the 
historical  facts  th-dt  prove  the  genuineness  and  authenticity  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, it  is  necessary  to  meet  the  neologism,  rationalism,  and  sentimen- 
talism  of  these  times,  which  are  corrupting  the  very  life  blood  of  relig- 
ion, and  turning  the  heads  of  the  young.  If  you  have  read  the  effusions 
of  James  Martineau,  Leigh  Hunt,  Theodore  Parker,  and  of  others  of  the 
like  stamp,  that  are  spread  broadcast  through  the  land,  by  means  of 
jenny  papers,  and  the  fashionable  journals  of  the  day,  you  will  under- 
stand my  meaning.  These  are,  as  the  frogs  of  Egypt,  coming  up  into 
the  houses  and  into  the  very  kneading  troughs  of  the  whole  community. 

Besides,  if  you  have  heard  the  insidious  and  the  direct  attacks  upon  the 
miracles  of  our  Savior,  by  travelling  lecturers  upon  Biology,  Pscycholo- 
gy,  Mesmerism,  Phrenology,  Spiritualism  and  the  like  topics,  you  will 
perceive  that  there  is  need  to  do  much  more  in  defence  of  miracles  than 
to  meet  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Hume. 

And,  still  further,  if  you  have  made  yourselves  familiar  with  such 
writings  as  the  "  vestiges  of  creation,"  and  those  of  Lamarck,  and  of 
Professor  Oken,  and  the  whole  '*  theory  ot  Development  "  by  the  agen- 
cy of  electricity,  galvanism,  magnetic  electricity,  and  electro-mag- 
netism ,  you  may  understand  what  is  requisite  to  meet  the  infidelity  of 
certain  Philosophers  and  Geologists  of  these  days. 

And  let  none  imagine,  from  a  remark  under  the  former  head,  that  we 
designed  to  discourage  our  younger  brethren  from  gaining  an  intimate 
knowledge  on  all  these  subjects.  Far  enough  from  all  that ;  for  the  age 
demands  that  they  should  be  deeply  read  and  be  profound  thinkers  on  all 
these  subjects,  that  so  they  may  be  able  to  crush  the  viper  of  infidelity 
wherever  it  shows  its  snaky  head.     But, 

2.  To  preach  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  is  to  set  him  forth  in  his  pre- 
existent  dignity,  glory  and  Divinity;  as  "  of  old,  even  from  everlast- 
ing ;"  as  having  glory  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was  ;"  as  ''tak- 
ing the  form  of  a  servant ;"  as  "  coming  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh  •" 
and  as  becoming  "  a  merciful  and  faithful  High  Priest,  in  things  per- 
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taining  to  God,"  and  "making  reconciliation  for  the  sins  of  the  people." 
There  are  so  many  heresies  to  be  met  on  this  subject,  and  so  many 
forms  of  degrading  the  Son  of  God,  that  it  behooves  us  to  be  able  to 
meet  all  the  arguments  of  Socinians,  Arians,  Sabellians,  Humanitarians 
and  Swedenborgians,  and  to  commend  the  truth  o(  our  Savior's  eternal 
Divinity  to  every  one's  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.  But,  still,  fur- 
ther, 

3.  To  "  preach  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  "  is  to  set  him  forth  in  his  real 
manhood,  in  all  the  trials  to  which  flesh  is  heir. 

This  is  necessary  in  order  clearly  to  exhibit  him  in  all  his  sympathy 
with  fallen  humanity  ;  as  touched  with  the  feeling  of  their  infirmities, 
and  as  knowing  how  to  have  compassion  upon  the  ignorant  and  the  err- 
ing. What  a  recommendation  of  him  to  the  afflicted  is  it,  that  "he 
knows  the  difficulty  of  obedience  in  a  state  of  suffering  ;"  and  that 
therefore  they  may  betake  themselves  with  confidence  to  him  as  a  sym- 
pathizing Savior,  that  will  never  forsake  them. 

But  it  is  not  merely  in  this  view,  that  his  humanity  should  be  urged,  for 
in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  there  was  an  appropriateness,  that  he  who 
would  die  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  should  take  rank  with  dying  men  in 
their  state  of  depression  ;  that  he  should  suffer  in  their  nature,  and  obey 
the  law  in  their  stead.  It  was  for  this  that  the  Lord  of  glory  was  con- 
tracted— so  to  speak — into  an  infant  of  days,  and  made  like  unto  his 
brethren,  except  that  he  was  without  sin.  And  it  was  this  union  of 
Divinity  and  humanity  in  the  person  of  Christ,  that  qualified  him  for 
the  work  given  him  to  do  ;  to  honor  the  Divine  Law,  while  sin  is  for- 
given; to  justify  those  under  condemnation  ;  to  restore  them  to  the  fa- 
vor of  God,  and  to  qualify  them  as  pure  to  dwell  with  the  pure  in  the 
Paradise  of  God.     And,  hence, 

4.  To  preach  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  is  to  set  him  forth  as  an  atoning 
Savior. 

Those  whom  he  would  raise  up,  were  under  the  cursf>  of  God's  violated 
Jaw,  and  exposed  to  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  and  the  glory  of  his  power.  In  these  circumstances  the  Son  of 
God  gave  up  himself  to  bear  the  curse,  saying,  "  On  me  he  laid  their 
iniquities."  And  accordingly  he  humbled  himself  to  the  ignominious 
death  of  the  cross,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law  ;  and  to 
bring  them  to  God.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  he  "  jell  a  sacrifice  in 
the  cause  of  human  virtue  and  happiness."  Many  of  the  sons  of  men 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice  for  their  country's  weal ;  but  who  thinks  any  of 
them  worthy  to  be  called  our  Savior?  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  he 
died  as  a  martyr  to  the  truth ;  for  many  of  his  followers  have  gladly 
died  for  the  gospel,  saying  "  Welcome  the  cross!  welcome  everlasting 
life!" 

But  Christ  is  represented  as  "Ilasmos,"  a  propitiation,  an  expiatory 
sacrifice;  as  "Luti-on,"  a  ransom,  or  the  price  of  redemption;  "anti-lu- 
tron,"  redemption-money  or  ransom;  and  "apolutrosis,"  redemption  it- 
self, and  deliverance  from  the  curse  !  He  made  reconciliation  for  the 
sins  of  the  people.  "He  tasted  death  for  every  many  "He  gave  him- 
self for  us."  And  it  is  by  faith  in  his  name  that  any  receive  the  re- 
mission of  sins,  and  justification  from  all  things  from  which  they  could 
not  be  justified  by  the  law  of  Moses.  This  is  the  liarticulus  stands  vel 
cadeniis  Ecelesiae,"  "the  criterion  of  a  standing  or  falling  Church. "• — 
And  to  preach  Christ  Jesus,  the  Lord,  is  to  present  him  in  this  light,  as 
able  to  save  unto  the  uttermost ;  the  only  name  given  under  Heaven  among 
men  whereby  we  must  be  saved  !     This  is  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed 


God!  And  those  who  preach  a  gospel  without  an  atonement  preach  a 
Christianity  without  a  Christ !  And  if  any  shall  mistake  it  for  the  Rem- 
edial system  it  is  at  their  peril !  There  is  need  to  show  men  how  conde- 
scending and  compassionate  is  this  Savior  ;  how  rich,  how  Jull  and  how 
jree  is  his  grace  !  And  if  we  may  baptize  a  Pagan  sentiment,  we  would 
say,  we  have  here  the  fulfilment  of  what  was  said  by  the  ancient  poets, 
that  "The  great  King  of  gods  and  men  would  let  down  his  golden  chain 
from  Heaven,  and  draw  up  all  things  unto  himself !  "  And  what  is  there 
like  the  view  of  a  suffering,  rising,  glorious  Savior,  to  raise  the  fallen 
and  to  save  the  lost  ?  Is  not  this  the  golden  chain  of  Divine  love  let 
down  from  Heaven  to  raise  the  desponding,  broken-hearted  and  contrite 
believer  to  his  glorious  kingdom  ? 

There  is  something  here  to  arouse  the  conscience,  to  melt  the  heart, 
and  to  sanctify  the  soul;  which  is  looked  for  in  vain  in  the  denunciations 
of  wrath,  and  in  all  the  thunders  that  shook  the  sacred  mount !  And 
we  wonder  not  at  what  occurred  when  the  Moravians  told  their  hearers 
that  there  was  a  God,  that  they  asked,  "Did  you  think  we  were  igno- 
rant of  that?"  And  when  they  preached  that  God  would  punish  the 
wicked,  they  replied  again,  "Did  you  think  we  were  ignorant  of  that?" 
But  when  they  preached  Christ  as  dying  for  his  enemies,  tears  of  penitence 
rolled  down  their  furrowed  cheeks,  and  they  exclaimed,  "We  will  hear 
that  story  again  ! "     But 

5.  To  preach  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  is  to  present  him  as  the  sanctifi- 
cation  and  consolation  of  every  believer. 

Sanctification  is  absolutely  requisite  for  the  consolation  of  each  disci- 
ple. Sin  is  his  burden,  his  grief,  and  the  source  of  every  desponding 
fear  !  It  is  this  which  causes  him  to  cry  in  agony  of  spirit,  "0  wretch- 
ed man  that  1  am  !  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death?"' 
There  is  a  sighing  for  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and' 
for  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  !  And  what  could  give  any 
one  the  hope  that  he  shall  behold  God's  face  in  righteousness,  unless- 
he  could  approach  Christ  as  able  to  make  all  grace  abound,  and  to  pre- 
sent him  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy  ? 

And  though  we  pretend  not  to  tell  how  it  is,  that  faith  in  this  Re- 
deemer has  such  a  sanctifying  and  consoling  influence,  yet  the  fact  we; 
see  and  know  assuredly,  that  it  leads  every  disciple  to  purify  himself 
even  as  he  is  pure ,  and  to  exult  in  the  prospect  of  being  satisfied  by 
awaking  in  the  Divine  likeness  !  And  thus  is  it,  that  Christ  giveth 
peace  not  as  the  world  giveth !     And  hence, 

6.  To  preach  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  is  to  set  him  forth  as  the  pattern. 
and  example  of  his  people. 

It  was  never  designed  that  Christ  should  be  the  minister  of  sin  !  And 
those  pervert  the  Gospel,  who  turn  its  grace  into  a  license  to  sin  :  or 
who  represent  that  men  can  be  saved  in  their  sins  !"  And  how  astonish- 
ing it  is  that  the  Antinomian  heresy  should  ever  have  invaded  the  Church, 
when  the  very  object  of  Christ's  coming  was  to  save  his  people  from 
their  sins  !  And  passing  strange  is  it,  that  any  thinking  man  should 
be  duped  with  the  notion,  that  "all  men  will  be  saved,"  whether  they 
put  on  Christ  Jesus,  or  still  roll  sin  as  a  sweet  morsel  under  their- 
tongue  !  Supposing  that  they  could  be  transported  to  Heaven,  without 
love  to  God,  or  any  sympathy  with  the  redeemed ;  what  could  they  do, 
amidst  the  Church  of  the  .Firstborn,  without  any  ability  to  take  in 
pleasures  evermore,  or  to  strike  one  single  note  in  the  everlasting  song? 
All,  who  would  expect  to  go  to  that  blessed  world,  must  have  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  and  do  those  things  that  please  him  ! 
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But  it  is  in  the  example  of  Christ  that  Christianity  is  embodied,  per- 
sonated, exhibited  in  a  living  form,  made  attractive,  comprehensible 
and  all-powerful.  It  shows  men  plainly  and  palpably  what  they  must 
be  and  what  they  must  do,  in  order  to  inherit  the  promises.  There  is  a 
necessity,  therefore,  that  Christ  should  be  presented  in  this  liying,  prac- 
tical, and  tangible  form;  as  the  pattern  and  example  of  all  that  Chris- 
tianity was  designed  to  accomplish,  in  making  men  holy  and  purifying 
them  even  as  Christ  is  pure.  "Christianity  becomes  a  failure"  to  all 
such  as  are  not  made  perfect,  even  as  their  Father  in  Heaven  is  perfect! 
and 

7.  I  might  mention  also  that  Christ  is  to  be  preached  as  the  Resur- 
rection and  the  life  ;  as  "that  eternal  life  that  was  with  the  Father, 
and  that  was  manifested  unto  us;"  the  Restorer  of  life  to  the  dead, 
and  the  Bestower  of  immortal  glory  upon  his  followers  !  What  a  theme 
is  this,  01  which  to  dwell  with  rapturous  delight !  But  I  must  not 
here  enlarge  upon  it !     For,  I  haste  to  declare,  lastly, 

8.  Christ  is  to  be  preached  as  "the  Prince  and  Lord  of  the  whole 
creation  ;"  Head  over  all  to  the  Church  ;  the  only  master  of  each  dis- 
ciple; whose  laws  arc  to  be  obeyed  ;  the  arbiter  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments ;  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead ;  who  will  render  unto  all  accord- 
ing to  their  works ; — glory,  honor,  and  peace  to  every  man  that  work- 
eth  good  ;  together  with  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  an- 
guish, to  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil.  This  is  the  gospel  which 
we  preach,  and  this  it  is,  my  dear  young  Brother,  who  art  now  to  as- 
sume the  ministry  of  reconciliation  over  this  Church  and  people,  which 
you  are  to  preach  plainly,  and  to  persuade  each  dying  sinner  to  accede 
to  its  claims,  to  embrace  its  provisions,  and  to  walk  in  its  light !  You 
are  to  be  a  servant  for  Jesus'  sake,  warning  every  man  and  teaching 
every  man  in  all  wisdom,  that  you  may  present  them  faultless  in  Christ 
Jesus  !  And  if  you  give  men  moral  lectures  instead  of  the  Gospel,  you 
will  but  cause  men  to  die  in  their  sins !  Your  work  takes  hold  on  eter- 
nity, and  its  results  will  be  glory  and  joy,  or  shame  and  contempt,  ac- 
cording as  each  shall  profit  by  your  ministry,  or  fail  of  the  great  salva- 
tion !  And  may  you  have  all  this  people  as  the  seal  of  your  ministry 
and  the  crown  of  your  rejoicing  in  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ ! 

And  my  dear  hearers  of  this  concourse,  it  is  by  this  Gospel  that  you  are 
to  be  judged  at  the  last  day.  And  we  call  upon  you  without  delay  to  em- 
brace Christ  Jesus  as  your  Lord  and  Redeemer  in  all  the  aspects  in 
which  we  have  humbly  attempted  to  set  him  forth !  He  is  your  only 
ground  of  hope,  and  unless  you  renounce  the  world,  and  sin,  and  the 
service  of  Satan;  and  flee  for  refuge  to  him  who  now  offers  you  redemp- 
tion ;  even  the  Gospel  itself  will  add  to  your  deeper  condemnation, — to 
your  eternal  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  and  the  glory  of 
his  power.  And  can  you  admit  the  truth  of  what  has  been  said,  and 
still  press  onward  in  the  way  of  sin  and  death,  living  in  worldliness  and 
recklessness,  spending  life  in  getting  ready  to  live,  and  then  dying  with- 
out hope"?  If  their  be  one,  conscious  that  you  have  not  embraced  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord,  do  not  any  longer  delay ;  but  give  earnest  heed  unto 
the  things  that  belong  to  your  everlasting  peace  ;  lest  they  be  forever 
hid  from  your  eyes  !  And  if  there  be  one  that  has  felt  the  wretched- 
ness of  a  sinner  without  hope,  I  would  point  you  this  hour  to  that  Sav- 
ior whom  I  have  attempted  to  set  forth.  "Make  no  tarrying  to  turn 
unto  the  Lord,  and  put  not  off  from  day  to  day,  lest  in  your  security 
you  be  destroyed  and  perish  in  the  day  of  recompense !" 


RIGHT   HAND   OF   FELLOWSHIP. 


BY   REV.   WM.    C.    WHITCOMB. 


My  Beloved  Brother  in  the   Lord  : — The  part  assigned  me  in 

these  public  ordination  services,  by  your  earnest  request,  and  the  ready 
concurrence  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Council  now  convened,  is  a  very  agree- 
able one, — one  in  which  the  deepest  sympathies  of  my  heart  are  warmly 
enlisted.  I  am  here  to  welcome  you  not  only  into  a  new  field  of  labor, 
but  to  the  fraternal  fellowship  of  all  the  ministers  and  churches  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  to  welcome  you,  in  the  name  of  my  Master,  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church,  to  the  most  difficult  and  the  most  delightful 
of  all  works,  to  an  employment  at  once  the  most  arduous  and  the  most 
honorable  of  any  on  earth. 

The  task  devolved  upon  me  to-day,  is  all  the  more  pleasant,  because 
it  will  not  be  expected  by  you,  dear  Sir,  nor  by  the  intelligent  audience 
here  assembled,  that  I  present  a  learned  dissertation  on  some  abstract 
subject;  enter  into  metaphysical  discussions,  or  even  give  a  studied  ad- 
dress upon  either  doctrinal  or  practical  themes;  but  merely  indulge  for 
a  few  moments,  in  the  outflowings  of  a  brother's  heart,  the  expressions 
of  a  brother's  confidence,  the  declarations  of  a  brother's  love,  and  the 
extending  of  a  brother's  hand.  And  in  this  instance,  at  least,  it  shall 
be  no  unmeaning  farce, — no  superstitious  rite, — no  ceremonious  mock- 
ery adopted  for  custom's  or  fashion's  sake;  but  significant  of  the  truest 
friendship,  a  union  of  spirit,  a  harmony  of  purpose  and  the  most  sacred 
of  brotherhoods. 

You  and  I  have  never  trodden  together  the  same  Halls  of  Science,  nor 
travelled  arm  in  arm  along  the  same  walks  of  Literature.  We  have 
not,  in  times  bygone,  been  seated  side  by  side  within  the  same  academic 
walls,  or  graduated  from  the  same  theological  seminary.  Hence  I  can-  •-* 
not  dwell  upon  those  reminiscences  of  the  past,  usually  expected  of  one 
about  to  extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  a  brother  clergyman. 

Nevertheless,  in  the  good  Providence  of  God,  this  much  can  be  said, 
viz.,  that  we  were  born  in  the  same  part  of  the  world.  (And  it  is  uni- 
versally considered  an  honor,  I  believe,  to  originate  from  New  Hamp- 
shire.) We  had  our  birth-place  in  Cheshire  County,  the  garden  of  the 
Granite  State,  in  adjoining  towns,  under  the  very  shadow  of  that  grand 
old  Monadnoc  after  which  the  clerical  Association  to  which  you  are 
hereafter  to  belong  has  been  appropriately  named. 

"Here  when  young,  we  sinned  and  strayed, 

Here  our  Savior  disobeyed; 
Here  we  felt  the  chastening  rod; 

Here  we  trust  returned  to  G-od." 

Yes,  we  have  had  somewhat  similar  religious  experiences;  have  trans- 
gressed the  laws  of  the  same  God;  been  redeemed  by  the  same  atoning, 
blood,  and  renewed  by  the  same  electing  grace ;  drank  refreshing 
draughts  from  the  same  well-springs  of  salvation,  learned  lessons  in  the 
same  heavenly  school,  with  Christ  for  Instructor;  studied  the  same  un- 
erring Word  of  Truth  ior  our  principal  text-book;  been  guided  by  the. 
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teachings  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit;  and  received  our  commission  from 
the  same  Divine  Source;  and  rejoiced  to  plant  our  feet  on  a  platform 
long  enough  and  broad  enough  to  embrace  all  the  followers  of  Jesus, 
irrespective  of  denominational  distinctions.  Furthermore,  we  were 
stationed  for  years,  as  watchmen  that  could  "see  eye  to  eye,"  on  the 
walls  of  Zion  in  neighboring  towns  of  another  New  England  common- 
wealth; while  well  do  I  remember  the  peculiar  sadness  of  many  hearts 
in  the  old  Bay  State  when  you  withdrew,  with  your  precious  family, 
from  that  portion  of  the  Master's  vineyard.  But  heartily  do  we  bid 
you  God  speed  in  your  new  home  for  ministerial  labor;  and  exceedingly 
have  I  rejoiced,  as  Clerk  of  this  body,  in  the  privilege  of  recording  a 
unanimous  vote,  expressing  entire  satisfaction  with  your  examination 
in  Doctrinal  belief,  Christian  character,  and  Pastoral  qualifications. 

You,  my  brother,  must  be  exercised  with  emotions  of  no  ordinary 
kind  during  the  present  hour,  emotions  which  but  few  in  this  large  con- 
gregation can  truly  realize  or  fully  appreciate.  Although,  as  an  "under 
shepherd,"  it  is  not  the  first  time  you  have  had  committed  to  you  the 
charge  of  a  human  flock,  to  be  led  by  you  into  the  "green  pastures"  of 
scriptural  knowledge,  and  beside  the  "still  waters"  of  gospel  salvation; 
yet  you  have  been  weighed  down  more  than  ever,  to  day,  by  a  sense  of 
the  momentous  responsibilities  of  your  relationship  to  the  people  of 
this  place. 

You  have  formerly  been  inducted  into  the  sacred  office  by  the  "  lay- 
ing on  of  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery,"  or  rather,  of  the  ordaining  pow- 
er or  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  and  again,  with  due  solemnity, 
and  according  to  the  simple,  yet  beautiful  usages  of  Orthodox  Congre- 
gation j.i ism, you  have  been  "set  apart"  with  consecrating  bands  to  the 
same  blessed  occupation  of  Pastor  and  Preacher  ;  while,  methinks,  ev- 
ery angel  in  that  bright  delegation  hovering  near,  has  looked  down 
smilingly  and  approvingly  upon  the  joyous  scene. 

As  you  have  listened  to  the  able  and  instructive  sermon  just  delivered, 
and  joined  in  the  fervent  Prayer  of  Ordination,  and  received  that  im- 
pressive and  excellent  chargt ,  you  must  have  been  ready  to  exclaim, 
"Who,  0  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things'?"  But  remember,  dear 
I  sir,  my  brother  greatly  beloved,  ever  remember  that  there  is  a  covenant- 
keeping  God.  Bear  in  mind,  that  Christ  strengthening,  you  can  do  all 
things.     Forget  not  the  promised  aid  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

At  an  early  age  a  pious  mother's  prayers  were  answered,  and  you 
were  hopefully  converted  while  teaching  school  in  the  far-off  South  ; 
for  several  years  you  have  been  enabled  from  distant  watch-towers  to 
sound  the  gospel  trumpet ;  and  when,  I  ask,  in  all  your  past  eventful 
history,  though  called  to  pass  through  trials  of  almost  every  shape  and 
name,  have  you  found  a  failure  in  that  proffered  graze  which  is  *'  suffi- 
cient for  thee."  He  who  hath  been  with  us,  s  ivs  he  will  be  with  us  to 
the  end.  0,  believe  it,  and  take  home  to  your  heart  the  abundant  con-" 
eolations  which  such  cheering  assurances  afford.  Leaning  on  the  out- 
stretched arm  of  Omnipotence,  and  trusting  in  the  mighty  God  of  Ja- 
cob, there's  nothing  to  fear,  but  much  to  encourage.  So  long  as  your 
Elder  Brother,  the  great  Captain  of  Salvation,  your  almighty  Advocate 
with  the  Father,  still  lives  and  intercedes  before  the  blood-besprinkied 
throne  for  you  and  me. 

Trials  not  a  few,  some  of  them  severe  and  crushing,  you  must  expect 
in  this  "  vale  of  tears.  •  Yes,  look  out  for  disappointments  and  trib- 
ulations ;  and  resolve  to  bear  them  with  becoming  fortitude  and  resig- 
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nation.  Not  all il  Sunny  Side,"  but  much  of  the  u  Shady  Side,"  I  feel 
it  impressed  on  my  mind  like  the  bidding  of  God.  I  ought  to  forwarn 
you  to  anticipate.  At  one  period  of  David's  life  time  his  lamentation 
was,  "  Refuge  failed  me  !  no  man  cared  for  my  soul.''  .At  the  time  of 
the  Savior's  mosi  pressing  need,  not  only  Simon  Peter  and  Judas  Xscar- 
iot,  but  "  all  the  disciples  forsook  him  and  fled  ;  '  and  there  is  a  strik- 
ing significance  in  his  words,  **  Beware  of  men."  The  apostle  Paul 
was  often  in  "  perils  among  false  brethren,"  and  on  a  certain  occasion 
he  says,  "  No  man  stood  by  me  ;  the  Lord  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 
charge." 

Your  best  friends  will  from  time  to  time  sicken  and  die  ;  while  with 
unexpected  suddenness  may  some  of  them  fall  at  the  stroke  of  the  De- 
stroyer. Or,  what  is  worse,  their  friendship  may  possibly  cease,  their 
affections  become  estranged,  and  they  coldly  turn  their  backs  upon  you 
when  most  you  want  their  sympathy  .and  support,  thereby  piercing  jouv 
soul  with  anguish,  and  almost  breaking  your  heart  for  the  time  being. 
You  may  be  called  to  wander  in  some  lone  Gethsemane,  or  climb  some 
hill  of  Calvery.  But  0  !  despair  not,  even  in  the  darkest  of  days,  but 
continue  loyal  to  Jesus  and  faithful  to  his  cause,  and  there  shall  not  be 
wanting  Aarons  among  the  brethren,  or  Hurs  among  the  sisters,  to 
stay  up  you  hands  and  revive  your  drooping  spirits.  When  one  help 
faileth,  the  Lord  will  raise  up  others,  c  rasing  the  very  wrath  of  man 
to  praise  Him,  and  enabling  you  to  triumph  over  your  bitterest  ene- 
mies, as  you  do  this  day  ! 

As  ministers  of  a  common  Redeemer,  we  cordially  welcome  you  to 
our  pulpits,  to  our  hearth-stones,  and  to  our  associational  gatherings. 
We  will  be  glad  wljen  you  are  in  prosperity,  and  when  in  adversity,  for 
you  our  tears  shall  fall.  Prom  what  is  known  of  the  clergy  in  this  vi- 
cinity, I  have  no  hesitation  in  pledging  beforehand  for  you  their  sincere 
good  will,  their  cheerful  co-operation,  and  their  christian  love. 

In  behalf,  therefore,  of  the  various  churches  represented  by  this  Eccle- 
siastical Council ;  in  behalf  of  tnat  innumerable  cloud  of  witnesses, 
angelic  and  sainted,  bending  from  the  skies  to  gaze  upon  us  ;  in  behalf 
of  the  whole  church  catholic  of  God  here  and  elsewhere,  on  earth  and 
in  Heaven  ;  I  do  now  extend  to  you  the  right  hand  and  the  right  heart 
of  fellowship.  Welcome,  thrice  welcome  to  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  to  this  model  County  ot  Cheshire  ;  to  the  delightful  town  of 
Westmoreland,  among  the  invigorating  breezes  and  inspiriting  influ- 
ences of  whose  lofty  hill  tops,  deep  vallies,  extensive  forests,  solid  rocks, 
beautiful  river  and  hospitable  population,  you  will  continue  to  feel  a  new 
life  coursing  through  every  nerve  and  fibre  of  your  physical,  intellect- 
ual and  moral  system.  Welcome,  welcome,  welcome,  to  our  dedicated 
sanctuaries,  the  firesides  of  our  homes  and  the  affections  of  our  hearts. 

Your  mission  from  the  Lord  God  of  hosts  to  this  community,  is  sub- 
limer  and  diviner  by  far  than  that  of  any  school-teacher,  lawyer  or  phy- 
sician ;  any  farmer,  mechanic  or  manufacturer  ;  any  representative, 
senator  or  governor  ;  any  president,  king  or  emperor  ;  for  you,  and  0, 
let  the  people  hear  and  understand  it,  you  have  a  License,  a  License  from 
above,  more  binding  than  any  inscribed  on  human  parchment,  or  writ- 
ten on  paper  with  pen  and  ink  ;  a  commission  from  the  High  Court  of 
Heaven,  to  stand  between  the  living  and  the  dead — the  living  God  and 
those  who  are  "  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins  ;".  to  "  proclaim  the  accep- 
table year  of  the  Lord,  and  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God  ;"  to  de- 
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clare  the  unsearchable  riches  and  boundless  compassion  of  the  "  Lamb 
slain  from  tke  foundation  of  the  world  "  for  the  atonement  of  human 
guilt  ;  to  labor  for  the  regeneration,  sanetification  and  salvation  of 
those  for  whom  the  Savior  shed  his  blood  on  Calvary's  cross  ;  with  the 
eternal  destiny  of  priceless  immortals  depending  on  your  fidelity  ;  in 
every  Sermon  from  this  Sacred  Desk  touching  on  chords  that  will  vi- 
brate for  ever  and  ever,  either  among  the  anthems  of  the  redeemed  or 
the  wailings  of  the  damned. 

It  was  decreed  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  King  of  kings,  ages 
before  the  Almighty  scooped  out  these  wonderful  valleys,  that  through 
the  u  foolishness  of  preaching  "  the  world  was  to  be  uplifted  from  the 
degredations  of  depravity,  the  dead  made  alive,  and  sinners,  lost  and 
ruined  by  the  fall,  saved  from  the  unspeakable  horrors  of  "  the  second 
death,"  and  exalted  to  endless  bliss  amid  the  glories  of  the  paradise  of 
God.     In  the  language  of  William  Cowper  : 

"  The  pulpit, — and  I  name  it  filled  with  solemn  awe 
Which  bids  me  well  beware  with  what  intent  I  touch 
That  holy  thing, — must  stand  acknowledged,  while  the  World 
Shall  stand,  the  most  effectual  guard,  support  and  ornament 
Of  virtue's  cause." 

And  in  the  language  of  the  same  gifted  author,  so  full  of  meaning 
when  quoted  on  this  occasion  : 

"  There  stands  the  messenger  of  truth  ;  there  stands 

The  legate  of  the  skies  ;  his  theme  divine  ; 

His  office  sacred  ;  his  credentials  clear. 

By  him  the  violated  law  speaks  out 

Its  thunders  ;  and,  by  him,  in  strains  as  sweet  j 

As  angels  use,  the  gospel  whispers  peace. 

He  stablishes  the  strong,  restores  the  weak, 

Keclaims  the  wanderer,  binds  the  broken  heart, 

And,  armed  himself  in  panoply  complete 

Of  heavenly  temper,  furnishes  with  arms, 

Bright  as  his  own,  and  leads,  by  every  rule 

Of  holy  discipline,  to  glorious  war 

The  sacramental  hosts  of  God's  elect." 

I  never  attend  the  Ordination  or  Installation  of  a  modern  preacher, 
without  thinking  of  that  angel  seen  by  the  "  beloved  disciple  "  in  vis- 
ion on  the  Isle  of  Patinas,  who  is  yet  to  fly  swiftly  around  our  globe, 
entrusted  with  the  publication  of  the  everlasting  gospel ;  and  that  oth- 
er angel  seen  by  the  Hevelator  "  standing  in  the  sun,"  near  the  flood- 
gates of  light,  for  the  illumination  of  the  world.  But  who  would  not 
rather  be  in  your  place,  or  that  of  any  accredited  Biblical  minister, 
with  magnetic  currents  of  sympathy  flowing  in  upon  him  from  all  di- 
rections, than  to  occupy  the  position  of  the  tallest  archangel,  with 
wings  all  golden  and  voice  celestial,  bowing  before  the  eternal  throne? 
For  the  station  of  an  ambassador  of  the  Son  of  God,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  proclaim  on  the  "  great  hearing  day  of  the  people,"  the 
wonderous  story  of  redemption  through  the  blood  of  Emanuel,  is  far 
more  noble  and  influential  than  that  of  any  other  created  being. 

Dear  brother  it  is  true  of  us,  as  of  the  apostles  anciently,  that  we 
are  "  set  (or  settled)  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel,"  and  woe  unto  us 
if  we  defend  it  not  faithfully.  Gospel  preaching  has  ever  been  consid- 
ered by  the  church  as  God's  appointed  instrumentality  for  swing  the 
sinners  of  our  apostate  race,  and  building  up  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 


There  are  a  multitude  of  subordinate  helps  and  coiateral  agencies,  all 
of  which  are  necessary  for  complete  success  ;  but  we  are  constrained  by 
the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament  to  believe,  that  underlying  and 
overtopping  all  these,  is  that  Ministry  of  Reconciliation  with  which  you 
and  I  are  so  closely  identified,  that  next  to  the  supernatural  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  "  foolishness  of  preaching." 

Do  we,  therefore,  by  such  high  claims,  exalt  ourselves  above  the  com- 
mon people,  or  the  lay-membership  of  the  church'?  Nay,  verily,  but 
we  "  magnify  our  office,"  an  office  which  towers  up  far  beyond  all  oth- 
er offices  ;  not  presuming  to  "  lord  it  over  God's  heritage,"  but  hum- 
bly declaring  ourselves,  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  word 
minister,  to  be  the  "  servant  of  servants  "  for  Jesus'  sake. 

"  Go  thou  and  preach  my  gospel,"  said  the  risen  Messiah.  His  first 
ministers  seized  upon  that  command  as  their  inspiring  watchword,  and 
preached,  not  themselves,  but  Christ  the  Lord.  So  was  it  with  Calvin 
and  Luther  and  Wesley  and  Whitefield  and  Pay  son.  With  self-deny- 
ing ardor,  enthusiastic  devotion,  and  hearts  all  on  fire  with  burning 
zeal  and  quenchless  love,  they  sounded  long  and  clearly  their  golden 
trumpets,  waking  a  thousand  others  to  take  up  and  prolong  tbose  glad 
reverberations,  the  jubilant  echoings  of  which  shall  never  die  away  till 
all  the  ransomed  church  of  God  are  saved  to  sin  no  more  ;  yea,  which 
shall  go  sounding  on  and  on  throughout  the  unending  ages  of  eternity. 

Those  are  highly  favored  communities  on  the  breezes  of  whose  Sab- 
baths is  wafted  the  music  of  the  church-going  bell ;  among  whose  hills 
and  valleys  are  scattered  the  heralds  of  salvation,  and  in  the  pulpits  of 
whose  meeting-houses  are  proclaimed,  through  lips  touched  with  hot 
coals  from  Heaven's  alter,  the  wonders  of  redemption.  "  How  beauti- 
ful upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings, 
that  publisheth  peace  :  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  pub- 
lisheth  salvation  ;  that  saith  unto  zion,  thy  God  reigneth." 

My  own  earliest  ideas  of  the  promulgation  of  Christianity,  in  boy- 
hoods happy  days,  among  the  hills  of  this  our  native  State,  were  con- 
nected with  sweet  visions  of  the  rapid  flightof  the  apocalyptic  angel, soar- 
ing through  the  midst  of  heaven,  with  the  gospel  to  preach  to  the  dwel- 
lers of  earth  ;  and  there  was  a  strange  interest,  to  my  youthful  mind, 
in  the  figurative  expressions,  made  use  of  in  that  old  Family  Bible, 
about  the  rolling  forward  of  the  chariot  of  Salvation,  in  which  the 
Prince  of  Peace  was  riding  forth  "  conquering  and  to  conquer."  0, 
the  rumblings  of  those  wheels  of  light !  what  music,  richer  far  than 
earthly  harmonies,  they  made  in  mine  ear,  alluring  into  the  work  of  the 
ministry  and  attracting  the  soul  to  the  hills  of  life.  Let  none  of  our  ac- 
quaintances, therefore,  be  surprised  that  you  and  I  should  be  numbered 
with  those  who  are  "  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel,"  and  that  we  are 
ready  to  exclaim,  in  the  language  of  the  missionary  poet,  slightly  al- 
tered :  "Our  souls  are  not  at  rest :  there  comes  a  strange  and  secret 
whisper  to  the  spirit,  like  a  dream  of  night,  that  tells  us  we  are  on  en- 
chanted ground.  The  vows  of  God  are  on  us  ;  and  we  may  not  stop  to 
play  with  shadows,  or  pluck  earthly  flowers,  till  we  our  work  have 
done,  and  rendered  up  account.  The  voice  of  our  departed  Lord,  '  Go 
teach  all  nations,'  comes  upon  each  breeze,  and  awakes  our  ear.  And 
we  will  go !  We  may  no  longer  doubt  to  give  up  idol  hopes,  and  every 
tie  that  binds  our  hearts  to  other  occupations.  Henceforth  then,  it 
matters  not  if  storm  or  sunshine  be  our  earthly  lot,  bitter  or  sweet  our 
cup.  We'll  only  pray,  God  make  us  holy,  and  our  spirits  nerve  for  the 
stern  hour  of  strife !     And  if  those  for  whom  Satan  hath  struggled,  as 
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he  hath  for  us,  shall  ever  reach  that  blessed  shore,  0  how  these  hearts 
will  glow  with  gratitude  and  love.  Through  ages  of  eternal  years  our 
spirits  never  shall  repent  that  toil  and  suffering  once  were  ours  below  !" 
However  it  may  be  with  others,  let  us.  my  brother  ever  be  ready  to 
uplift  our  voice  with  strength  against  all  the  prevailing  evils  of  the 
times,  whether  far  off  or  near  ;  declaring  the  whole  counsel  of  God  and 
the  paramount  claims  of  the  religion  of  Christ,  reiterating  those  words 
of  his  in  the  midst  of  this  money-loving,  money-seeking,  money-idoli- 
zing and  money-losing  age,  "  I  counsel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold,  tried  in 
the  fire,  that  thou  mayst  be  rich."  Let  us  preach  the  "  truth  in  love," 
with  a  kind,  gentle,  peace-breathing  spirit,  remembering  that  "  he  who 
winneth  souls  is  wise."  Let  us  "  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith  once 
delivered  unto  the  saints,"  afterwards  so  nobly  defended  by  Martin  Lu- 
ther when  ushering  in  the  blessings  of  Protestantism,  and  subsequently 
adhered  to  by  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  while  laying  the  foundations  on 
Plymouth  Rock  of  American  Republicanism  and  Congregational  Puri- 
tanism. Let  us  be  sure  and  "  feed  the  lambs  of  the  flock  with  the 
"  sincere  milk  of  the  word  "  that  they  may  "  grow  thereby."  Let  us 
indoctrinate  our  people  as  thoroughly  as  possible  with  regard  to  every 
fundamental  principle  of  Christianity,  enlisting  their  sympathies  in  be- 
half of  every  reformatory  movement  and  benevolent  organization  of  the 
age,  teaching  them  by  precept  and  example  to  be  "  ready  for  every  good 
word  and  work;"  and  may  nothing  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  make  our 
towns  like  unto  heaven  itself;  or  at  least,  to  bring  about  a  Millennium 
below,  foreshadowing  the  blessedness  of  the  redeemed  above.  Dearly 
beloved,  with  all  my  heart  [  do  again  extend  you  the  Right  Hand  of 
-Fellowship.     Yes, 

"  Here's  a  heart  within  this  hand,  my  brother, 
Come  place  thy  hand  in  mine, 

And  let  an  answer  to  my  heart 
Be  echoed  back  from  thine. 

And  let  a  sacred  pledge  be  passed 
Between  us  now,  my  brother, 

To  live  in  peace  with  human  kind, 
In  friendship  with  each  other." 

"Ere  concluding,  I  cannot  but  express  the  wish,  that  the  Lord  may 
-give  you  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  house,  and  free  access  to  each 
heart  that  beats  and  throbs  throughout  the  place.  May  a  multitude 
yet  rise  up  to  call  you  blessed.  May  your  church  and  congregation  so 
increase  that  this  meeting-house  shall  be  crowded  with  sincere  and 
•anxious  worshipers.  May  the  hand  of  God  be  with  you  for  good  on 
Sabbath-days  and  on  week-days,  causing  numerous  signs  and  wonders  of 
grace  to  be  performed  by  your  ministrations.  And  may  the  new 
comers  finding  their  way  hither  in  future  years,  give  you  as  warm  a  re- 
ception as  do  the  present  inhabitants. 

Finally,  be  thou  zealous  and  persevering  in  the  Master's  work,  till 
thou  nearest  a  voice  from  the  excellent  glory,  saying  unto  thee,  in  ac- 
cents sweeter  than  angels  use,  "  Son,  they  work  on  earth  is  accom- 
plished, thy  mission  fulfilled  !  behold  thy  Father  calls  thee  to  lay  thine 
armor  by,  and  come  home  to  rest  forever  in  the  embrace  of  his  love 
in  heaven  !" — and  eternally  there  shall  echo  in  your  ear  the  thrilling 
judgment  words,  "  Well  done— well  done — well  done  !"  and  then  shalt 
though  reign  with  Him,  not  only  as  a  king,  but  as  a  priest,  a  priest  en- 
robed in  garments  of  light  and  glory  before  the  throne  of  God  and  the 
Lamb  forever  and  ever ! 
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GIVEN  BY  REV.  S.  S.  ARNOLD. 


Bear  Brother  :- — You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  arduous  labors  of  a  gos- 
pel minister,  nor  with  the  responsible  charge  of  a  particular  church.  Yet  it  is 
meet,  that  the  important  duties  of  this  high  a'nd  holy  relation  should  be  brought 
to  your  remembrance,  on  an  occasion  of  such  deep  interest  to  Zion. 

Having  been  charged  myself  with  the  oversight  of  souls,  by  the  commissioned 
servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Carist  :  I  also,  under  Him,  as  the  appointed  organ  of 
this  Ecclesiastical  eouncil, — give  you  charge  over  this  church  and  people,  in  the 
name  of  our  Divine  Master.  Although  the  settlement  of  a  minister,  and  his 
consecration  to  a  particular  field  of  labor,  leaves  him  still  a  man, — of  whom,  too 
much  should  not  bd  expected  ;  yei  it  b.ings  him  into  new 'and  peculiarly 
important  relations,  which  involve  corresponding  duties. 

Now,  Dear  Brother, — by  faelayinj  on  of  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery,  and  by 
■prayer,  you  have  been  solemnly  consecrated  to  the  Pastoral  office  ;  and  constitu- 
ted Pastor  of  this  church.  I  charge  you  then,  for  the  great  Head  of  the  church, 
and,  in  behalf  of  this  council,  to  feed  the  flock  of  God, — not  by  constraint,  but 
willingly  ;  and  give  to  each  his  portion  in  due  season.  Let  the  sheep  of  the 
fold  be  faithfully  fed,  and  the  lambs  be  tenderly  nourished  and  protected  for 
Him  who  hath  purchased  them  with  his  own  blood.  You  are  also  a  Bishop  over 
this  pait  of  Zion.  Then,  take  the  oversight  of  her  interests,  according  to  the 
true  meaning  of  the  term,  and  the  true  intent  of  the  office.  Superintend  her 
spiritual  concerns  in  this  place,  with  much  prayerfullness,  dilligence  and  care. — 
Let  all  your  visitations,  directions,  cautions  and  reproofs  be  without  preferring 
one  before  another, — "  doing  nothing  by  partiality." 

You  are  set  as  a  watchman  to  the  house  of  Israel.  Then,  hear  the  word  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  (in  the  Bible)  and  give  Ihem  warning  from  Him.  While  ycu 
watch  over  the  interests  of  Zion  with  a  wakeful  eye,  you  are  to  espy  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  danger,  and  sound  the  alarm.  Neither  sleep  yourself,  nor  let  others 
sleep  on  their  posts,  while  evil  is  coming.  But  watch  thou,  in  all  things, — "  En- 
dure hardness,"  labor,  trials  and  opposition,  "  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ," 
and  make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry. 

You  are  a  teacher  and  spiritual  guide.  Every  scribe  which  is  instructed  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like  unto  an  house- holder,  which  bringeth  forth  out  of 
his  treasure  things  new  and  old.  In  meekness,  therefore,  and  patience,  instruct 
those  which  oppose  themselves,  if  God  peradventure,  will  give  them  repentance 
to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth. 

As  a  minister  or  servant,  (our  chosen  title)  in  Avhom,  with  reference  to  different 
labors  and  duties,  all  the  clerical  offices  are  united,  you  are  appointed  for  this 
very  end, — to  minister  in  holy  things  ;  to  be  ready,  and  waiting  for  your  Mas- 
ter's orders.  The  servant  of  the  Lord  must  not  strive  ;  but,  be  gentle  unto  all 
men,  apt  to  teach,  patient. 

As  a  ruler  over  God's  house  take  strict  and  constant  care  of  this  church  ;  to 
preserve  its  order  and  purity  > — having  all  in  subjection  to  the.  laws  of  Christ.- — 
Not  lording  it  over  God's  heritage  ;  but  of  a  ready  mind,  be  an  example  to  the 
flock.  Every  evil,  in  spirit  and  in  practice,  should  be  attended  to  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  before  it  becomes  a  deep  rooted  disease  in  the  body  of  the  church  ; 
yet  never  done  by  any  concerned  with  a  retaliating,  unforgiving  temper  ;  nor 
with  a  prevailing  desire  to  get  satisfaction.  But  with  humble  prayer, — love  for 
the  erring, — with  wisdom  and  prudence,  let  the  salvation  of  souls, — the  honor  of 
Christ's  cause,  and  the  glory  of  God,  be  always  the  ruling  motive. 

As  an  Elder  among  the  brethren  ;  be  wise,  affectionate  and  discreet  (as  of 
mature  age)  a  counsellor,  father  and  friend. 

As  an  ambassador  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  bear  before  you,  the  inspired  credentials 
of  Heaven,  to  sustain  your  weighty  commission.  Take  heed  to  your  doctrine. 
Maintain  the  authority  of  your  Divine  Master,  the  dignity  of  his  character  and 
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throne, — and  his  undoubted  claims  upon  mankind.  Clearly  exhibit  the  guilty 
and  ruined  state  of  man  by  sin.  Open  to  the  view  of  your  hearers,  the  only  way 
of  redemption  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  Point  out  and  urge  the  indispensable  du- 
ties, on  their  part,  to  receive  his  grace;  and  with  affectionate  entreaty,  and 
with  all  the  firmness  of  a  true  man,  pray  them  in  Christ's  stead  to  become  reconciled 
to  God.  And,  while  you  propose  the  only  terms  and  indsipensable  conditions  of 
pardon,  peace  and  salvation,  you  are  to  present  the  infallible  sanctions  of  Jeho- 
vah ;  the  sure  promises  and  precious  blessings  reserved  for  the  righteous,  and  the 
tremendous  retributions  of  judgment  to  those  who  will  not  obey  God. 

Finally — Brother,  take  heed  to  thyself, 

Be  a  man  of  prayer;  and  while  you  feed,  watch  over,  team,  rule,  counsel  and 
warn  others  see  to  it,  that  you  have  your  own  soul  in  subjection  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel, — and  draw  directly  from  the  fountain  of  life  and  knowledge.    Let  your 
whole  spirit,  your  prii  ate  intercourse  and  public  walk  exhibit  an  unction  from  the 
Holy  One.     Let  your  religion  begin  in  the  closet;  and  with  the  word  of  divme 
truth,  let  it  go  forth  through  all  the  departments  of  duty.     From  that  consecrated 
spot,  goto  your  studies,  and  with  afresh  and  daily  annointing,  go  to  the  families 
of  your  parish,  and  to  the  holy  services  of  the  Sabbath  and  sanctuary  of  God;  and 
then  stretch  forth  your  desires  and  efforts,  to  do  good  to  all  men  as  you  have  op- 
portunity.    You  must  visit  the  chamber  of  sickness  and  death;  and  have  to  do 
with  convicted,  agonizing,  or  rejoicing  souls.     You  must  teach  the  necessity  of 
the  washing  of  regeneration  at  the  baptismal  font.     You  are  to  teach  at  the  sao- 
ramental  board,  the  need  of  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus,  for  the  redemption  of 
sinful  men. 

If  you  should  be  called  to  introduce  others  to  this  sacred  office, — lay  hands  sud- 
denly on  no  man, — prayerfully  select  such  as  are  of  good  report,  of  sound  faith, 
spiritual  life,  and  apt  to  teach.  You  are  to  do  much  in  training  the  little  ones — 
the  lambs  of  the  flock,  and  thus,  raising  up  a  generation  for  God.  At  the  call  of 
Divine  Providence,  you  must  follow  your  beloved  parishioners,  one  after  another, 
to  their  last  earthly  home ;  while  their  bereaved  friends  will  turn  their  weeping 
eyes  to  you  for  counsel  and  comfort. 

Ah,  my  dear  brother,  do  you  inquire — Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  1 

Look  unto  that  Savior  who  will  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you;  and  as  your 
day  is,  so  shall  your  strength  be.  0!  suffer  not  the  blood  of  souls  to  be  found  in 
your  skirts!  Consider  what  I  say;  and  the  Lord  give  you  understanding  in  all 
things.     Continue  faithful  unto  death,  and  you  shall  receive  a  crown  of  life. 


